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FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 
During the Pikes Peak Goldrush in 1859, advertisements in national newspapers promoted both the mining 

opportunities as well as the landscape that could be used for farming.  Below you will read reviews about Colorado 

farmland from travel guides to the area. Discover what people were saying about the potential for farming in the late 

1850s.  

SOIL AND. CLIMATE -PROSPECTS FOR FARMERS - MARKET PRICES. The valleys of the Platte and Arkansas Rivers and their 

tributaries are generally of an alluvial formation, the drift soil being from one foot to four feet in depth North of the 

Arkansas River, the Platte valley is the most extensive, most fertile, and generally well timbered. Some portions of the 

Cherry Creek valley is well adapted to agricultural purposes, the soil being a light, mellow, sandy loam.  

Cherry Creek is about 50 miles in length, and its valley is auriferous throughout its entire length, as are some of its 

tributaries. Thirty miles below where the Platte leaves the mountains, it receives Cherry Creek. Mr. Simpson, the oldest 

white inhabitant ' of that region, in speaking of the agricultural portion of that country, says it is not very extensive, being 

only such lands as lie along and are contiguous to the rivers and 16 > creeks. The bottoms are rich, and generally well 

timbered with cottonwood and white oak. For stock raising he says the whole region cannot be surpassed, 5 million 

cattle may be maintained the year round without · feed, ' nature having provided the most nutritious grasses for their 

sustenance. The climate is mild and salubrious near the mountains, and no part of Kansas Territory can offer greater 

inducements to stock raisers and settlers generally.”  

Oscar B. Totten from St. Louis, writes from Cherry Creek: “The farming land is good, rich in soil and extends along the 

Platte and Cherry Creek Valleys for 100 to 140 miles. John L. Buel writes “the soil in the valleys is generally good farming 

land.” French and Dickson, members of the Lawrence Co. say “the valleys are excellent for farming purposes, -the soil 

being light, mellow and quick. M. G. Preston says o the bottoms are of the most fertile description, and the upland is 

auriferous, filled with decomposed quartz and gravel. A gentleman from Atchison, Kansas, writing from Cherry Creek, 

says “the country is as fine an agricultural one as you will find anywhere. It is much better timbered than the eastern 

portion of Kansas, and the timber is a better quality. Pine, spruce, oak, and cottonwood abound. Specimens of iron ore 

have been found by many persons, but the miners are after a richer metal, and pay no attention to it. Advise everybody 

to bring along plenty of provisions, for they are very high, and scarce here."  

We quote the foregoing extracts and opinions, respecting the productiveness of the soil, and leave farmers to judge for 

themselves. If experience prove the statements to be true, then the plow and the scythe will yield a better return to those 

who use them, than the pick and pan will, to the same number. Farmers will find a ready market and high prices, for 

everything they can produce. Domestic animals, seed wheat, corn, and vegetables of all kinds will be scarce and high. 

Who will supply the demand here created by the rapid influx of an hundred thousand persons into a region of country 

heretofore almost uninhabited a territory the settled portions of which are yet scarcely self-sustaining? It certainly 

becomes the more thoughtful and provident to devise means for the sustenance of these hungry thousands, else. great 

suffering must ensue; for though the land were literally paved with gold, the stomach must be fed! The following were 

the prices at the mines, in Dec.: Flour, from New Mexico, per 100 lbs. $15 to $20. Bacon 30c; Coffee 50c.; Sugar 50c.; 

Tobacco $ 5; Whiskey $8 to $12 per gallon.  

The climate is very similar to that of the New England States, in the same latitude, but owing to its elevation, snows fall 

earlier in the fall, and later in the spring. The Parks of the Rocky Mountains lie south and west from the gold region, and 

are represented by Fremont, Kit Carson, Williams, Goodale, and other explorers and voyageurs, as being very mild in 

winter, affording an abundance of food for stock during the entire winter season, and as abounding in wild game of 

various kinds . The South Park is within the principal range of the mountains, and is 150 miles in length by about 75 in 18 

width, and as will be seen by the map, is the sixth in the succession of Parks, from north to south. The Colorado Platte, 

Arkansas, and Rio del Norte, all have their sources within the boundaries of this Park, and the canyons leading therefrom. 

This seems an isolated little world, carpeted with wide-spreading fields of grass, variegated and embroidered by nature, 

with myriads of flowers of every hue, while here and there are interspersed the grand old forest of the high towering 

pine, and the less pretending cedar and fir tree. The red man of the forest has here had undisputed sway, and beside him 
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the principal inhabitants of these Parks, are the immense herds of buffalo, deer, elk, antelope, and occasionally the 

mountain bear. But " westward the star of empire takes its way..""— the civilized and energetic " pale faces " have fixed 

upon this as an important and desirable point, and soon will be heard in the mountain passes , the hurrying tread of 

moving thousands, and the red men and wild beasts of the forest will disappear before the march of civilization, like dew 

before the morning sun, and this beautiful Park will soon be transformed into the habitations and happy homes of 

thousands, of peaceful and industrious citizens. In the summer season, showers are frequent, and the breeze from the 

mountains, is cool and pleasant. No sickness occurred at the mines last year, and old mountaineers say they know 

nothing about sickness. The water is rapid, clear, cool, and healthy. The banks of the streams have more or less timber, 

sufficient to beautify the landscape, and to supply the de mand for fencing, fuel, and building purposes. 

You are about to leave St. Louis for the farmlands described above.  Each of you have received an envelope with cash 

that you can use to start a farm in the Pikes Peak region in 1860.  Based on the list attached, what supplies will you 

acquire to build your new farm?  You may use a calculator to adjust your quantities if you need to.  

What are you buying? How much are you buying? What is the cost?  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 Total Costs -   

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 



FARMING IN THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

 


